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March 2011

Building and Grounds believes the one remaining leak in the roof is connected to the ventilation system of the new HVAC unit.  They have traced the leak and have plugged it with silicon.  Everyone is hopeful that we are now watertight!

We have applied for a $7,500 LSTA On the Same Page grant.  If funded, we will need help promoting the programs for this Town-wide read as well as a commitment from everyone (Staff, Trustees, Friends) to read the book, attend and help out at the events.   We will also need help from the community on the Pot Luck Supper the night of the author’s reading.  The following is the abstract:
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Halifax Reads Overboard! A True Bluewater Odyssey of Disaster and Survival, offers residents a community dialog on “triumph over adversity.”  Reading how average people survive impossible conditions while maintaining their dignity and humanity, Halifax residents will share their own stories providing inspiration for those who are struggling with their own personal crises.  Halifax Reads will provide copies of Michael Tougias’ book, banners, signs and publicity encouraging everyone in Town to participate. The presentation by Mr. Touglias in historic New England grand hall tradition will offer residents an opportunity to engage with one another over an old-style Pot Luck Supper.  Following the Great Hall discussion, Halifax residents will have another opportunity to share when Mr. Tougias leads an inspirational talk exploring how people get through ordeals and make decisions under pressure and how broad applications can be applied from these survivors’ stories to everyday life pressures. 

The Library was quite busy in February:  Circulation was brisk, patrons were in for their tax forms, and the public computers were busy.  Miss Marie entertained Halifax’s vacationing students with Fingerpaint Friday, Game Night, and Bingo.  The Golden Opportunities grant is in full swing holding the first technology class on Monday.  Ten participants used 7 laptops, and everyone stayed for the Café following the program.  The first Crafts workshop is Wednesday, March 9 with Richard Connors presenting “Fishing and Fly Tying.”  On Saturday, April 16, the Library will take a tour of the 1st Civil War Monument in Massachusetts and return to the Community Room to talk about “A More Perfect Union” which is part of our NEH We the People Bookshelf grant.   A three session training series for literacy tutors begins in the Community Room on Tuesday, March 22 at 12:30. 
The Library now offers Universal Class from Recorded Books.  By clicking on the link and entering a Halifax library card number, patrons can choose from over 500 online non-credit Continuing Education Courses with real instructors on subjects ranging from business, cooking, new age, psychology, computers, performing arts, history, office skills, the arts, medical billing, home schooling, real estate…   Patrons may enroll in up to 5 courses at a time, have six months to finish, have access 24/7 via the internet, attend class and complete assignments according to their schedule.

Two beautiful exhibits are on display this month:  the Halifax Historical Society’s collection of Halifax pottery (which can be purchased with a phone call) is in our display case, and the Hockomock Digital Photographers exhibit is in the Community Room.  Each time this photography exhibit is on display, a Halifax resident joins the club!

The Friends of the Library has sponsored three entries on behalf of the Library Staff for the Massachusetts Library Association Public Relations Awards in the Summer Reading (Once Upon a Summer 2010), bookmark (Massachusetts Book Award Display 2010), and social networking project (Golden Opportunities 2011) categories.

We have final pricing for the lounge chairs:   Grade 2 with wheels is $666 each and Grade 2 with no wheels is $612.  This is more than we expected.  The total cost would be $2,556 so we should revisit the decision about these chairs.
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